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  WELCOME   

The staff and students of George Elliot Secondary School extend a warm welcome to each new student.  George Elliot is a 

school enrolling approximately 900 students in Grades 7 -12.  It has a large staff of teachers, support and community staff.  

 

We sincerely hope that you will make the best of your time here at George Elliot.  Get involved!  Develop your academic, 

social, artistic and physical potentials to the best of your ability.  We are all committed to helping you be the best you can be! 

 

Our goal for students who attend George Elliot is to be engaged as a learner and be engaged in our school community. Students 

are expected to attend regularly, do their best to meet the learning outcomes of each course, and  treat all students and staff 

with respect and courtesy.  We hope your grade 8 year is the best year yet! 

 

 A FEW HELPFUL HINTS: 

 Students are required to read the T.V. Communicator daily for notices regarding school activities or personal messages. 

 Please use the SchoolMessenger app to report your son/daughter’s excused absence.  

 To contact a teacher, please call 250-870-5102 and follow the prompts to leave a message in the teacher’s voice mailbox 

or send an email.  Teacher’s email addresses can be found on our website (www.ges.sd23.bc.ca).   Teachers will get back 

to you as soon as possible. 

 

STUDENT FEES: 

 Activity and Cultural Fee:   $30.00 collected yearly to cover various student activities, lockers, agendas, cultural events 

 Yearbook Fee:    $45.00 (optional) 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

At George Elliot Secondary School, we strive to create a community of learners,  thinkers, innovators, collaborators and 

contributors by fostering a culture that promotes belonging, resiliency and engagement for each student. 

Principal:  Mr. C. Schwartz       Vice Principals:  Mr. D. Smith and Mr. R. Wakefield 

Counsellors:  Mr. B. Shaw and Mr. B. Sookochoff 



SOCIAL STUDIES 8 

Students will continue their historical adventures looking at four big ideas 

thru the period from the seventh century to 1750. Three big ideas center 

on significant change culturally, politically, socially, and environmentally 

thru increasing contact, conflict, exploration and expansion. A further big 

idea addressed is the resulting world tensions that emerges by 1750. 

FRENCH 8 

French 8 uses storytelling to actively engage students. French 8 further 

develops French language vocabulary and structure.  Evaluation focuses 

on four skill areas: reading, writing, speaking and listening .   

SCIENCE 8 

Science 8 will enable students to explore and become familiar with four 

main branches of science: Chemistry, Earth Science, Physics and Biology. 

The study of each will use projects, labs and theory to help understand 

and reinforce the nature, concepts and importance of science. 

ENGLISH 8 

During this course, students will examine a number of short stories, 

novels, plays, and poems that will ask them to identify attitudes and 

values and compare those with their own.  In addition, basic English 

skills will be stressed.  Students are expected to master paragraph writing 

and begin composing multi paragraph compositions, including, the essay.  

Vocabulary and the ability to express oneself coherently in both written 

and oral form will be a focus. 

MATH 8  

Students are empowered as they develop proficiency in using 

mathematics as a tool, a process, and a way to further understand the 

patterns and relationships within the world. Mathematical abilities 

enable them to understand their place in society from both an individual 

and a global perspective. Mathematical knowledge, attitudes, and skills 

create opportunities for and enrich the lives of us all. The concepts 

covered in this class are fractions, squares & cubes, measurement with 3D 

objects, rate, ratio & percent, algebra, probability and statistics.  Students 

will work independently and collaboratively to solve problems and 

develop numeracy skills.  

PHYSICAL HEALTH EDUCATION  8 

In PHE 8, the focus is on team sports with time also spent on individual 

activities.  PHE 8 also includes fitness and active healthy living 

components. 

REQUIRED COURSES for all grade 8 students 

WOOD WORK 8 

This course will introduce students to skills and processes used in 

woodwork.  Students will have the opportunity to build some basic 

woodwork projects. Projects could include cell phone holders, 

jewelry boxes, wall and stand clocks, wooden key chain figures and 

wall signs. 

ART 8 

This introductory visual  arts  course involves personal     

imagery, design, looking at art, talking about art, and making art 

using basic techniques in drawing, painting, sculpture and 

printmaking.   

DIGITAL DESIGN 8 

This is an introductory course to the world of digital design and new 

media. Students will be introduced to a number of basic skills that 

will help them develop their interests further in the exciting ever 

changing world of computer technology. Students will start with 

understanding the basics of computer science, programming and 

beginning coding on a number of different platforms. They will 

understand the importance of file management, effective research 

skills and internet search. Students will also be introduced to a 

variety of software programs that are used in a variety of mediums. 

The basics of video production, photography, digital music 

composition, webpage design and animation.  

DRAMA 8 

This course introduces students to the skills and  

activities on which theatre work is based.  Students learn basic 

terminology associated with acting and performing, and learn to 

work confidently, alone and with others, to develop simple 

performance skills.  Mime, storytelling, scene making and theatre 

games all play a part in developing the students’ skills.  Upon 

successfully completing the course, the student will be able to write 

and perform a short scripted scene.  Students are evaluated on a 

daily basis for their work and cooperation and are videotaped 

periodically as part of the evaluation process. 

METAL 8 

In Metal 8, students will learn drafting, art metal and metalwork 

skills in the design and manufacturing of a pendant, a pencil case, a 

whistle, a chain mail hacky sack and a coat hook.  Employable skill 

development is a major part of this course. 

BAND 8  

Instruction in standard band instruments is provided in Band 8. 

Ensemble performance, musical independence, proper sound 

production and technical exercises are the main focus of the course.  

Attendance at concerts and festivals is an integral part of Band 8 and 

all students are expected to participate. Students in Band will 

participate in 4 randomly selected exploratories courses to be 

determined during the time table building process.  Please note: 

students will be responsible for providing their own instrument. 

FOODS 8 

This course provides students with a “taste” of food preparation 

techniques. Students will learn safe food handling techniques, 

practice organization and time management skills while preparing a 

variety of basic food items. This is a lab-oriented course and students 

will be involved in cooperative teamwork. 

VIDEO PRODUCTION  8  

The first step in film-making. Students will explore techniques, 

equipment, and stories as they navigate through the process of video 

production. From Pre-Production to Post-Production, students will 

learn how to get the most out of professional equipment (ranging 

from cameras to green screens) as well as equip. they already own. 

Using industry programs such as Premiere Pro, After Effects, 

Photoshop, Final Cut Pro, and more, students will dive into editing 

and special effects. Film is an incredibly powerful medium, so not 

only will students be able to flex their creative and story-telling 

muscles, they will also have opportunities to use their skills to help 

the community. Students will make a film to increase awareness, 

promote local charity, or shine a spotlight on those giving back to 

their community. Through this project, students will learn the values 

of Citizenship and how technology can benefit those around them. 

Video Production 8 is an exciting and creative course that allows any 

student to find their inner filmmaker, and is an excellent introduction 

to Video Production 10 (a Pre-Requisite for VP 11 & 12). 

CAREERS 8 

Welcome to Careers 8!  In this course students will have the 

opportunity to examine their personal skills and strengths and how 

these can be used when exploring possible career choices.  Through 

the course students will work collaboratively and independently 

developing their thinking and communication skills, learn to solve 

problems in innovative ways, and reflect upon their growth as 

individuals.  Additionally, students in this course will have the 

opportunity to engage in volunteer opportunities that will broaden 

their career options and deepen their community connections.   

GRADE 8 EXPLORATORY COURSES 


