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At George Elliot Secondary School, we strive to create  

a community of learners, thinkers, innovators,  

collaborators and contributors by fostering a culture  

that promotes belonging, resiliency and  

engagement for each student. 



The staff and students of George Elliot Secondary School extend a warm welcome to each new student.  George Elliot is a school 

enrolling approximately 900 students in Grades 7 – 12.  It has a large staff of teachers, support and community staff.  

 

We sincerely hope that you will make the best of your time here at George Elliot.  Get involved!  Develop your academic, social, 

artistic and physical potentials to the best of your ability.  We are all committed to helping you be the best you can be! 

 

Our goal for students who attend George Elliot is to be engaged as a learner and be engaged in our school community. Students are 

expected to attend regularly, do their best to meet the learning outcomes for each course and treat all students and staff with 

respect and courtesy.  We hope your grade 9 year is the best year yet! 

 

 A FEW HELPFUL HINTS: 

 Students are required to read the T.V. Communicator daily for notices regarding school activities or personal messages. 

 Please phone 250-870-5102 to report your son/daughter’s excused absence.  

 To contact a teacher, please call 250-870-5102 and follow the prompts to leave a message in the teacher’s voice mailbox 

or send an email.  Teacher’s email addresses can be found on our website (www.ges.sd23.bc.ca).  Teachers will get back 

to you as soon as possible. 

 

  WELCOME   

SOCIAL STUDIES 9  

The emerging and ever changing power balances ideas and 

ideologies that profoundly influence societies and events from 

1750 to after World War 1 are the big ideas addressed. The 

physical environment that influents the nature of political, social 

and economic change is background lens thru which we analyze 

the sweeping changes of this period. 

SCIENCE 9  

Science at the Grade 9 level has students studying four areas.  

These include: Chemistry, Biology, Electricity and Nutrient cycles.  

Theory and hands on experiences will be used to learn each 

topic.   

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  9  

In PE 9, the focus is on team sports with time also spent on 

individual activities.  PE 9 includes fitness and active healthy 

living components. 

MATH 9 

Students are empowered as they develop proficiency in using 

mathematics as a tool, a process, and a way to further 

understand the patterns and relationships within the world. 

Mathematical abilities enable them to understand their place in 

society from both an individual and a global perspective. 

Mathematical knowledge, attitudes, and skills create 

opportunities for and enrich the lives of us all. For further details, 

please see http://curriculum.gov.bc.ca. From Math 9, students 

will have the fundamentals to enter either Apprenticeship & 

Workplace 10 or Foundations and Pre-Calculus 10. 

ENGLISH 9  

This course reinforces the skills acquired in English 8 while 

introducing those needed for senior secondary English.  This 

course is designed to help a student broaden and develop their 

confidence when reading, writing, speaking, listening, researching 

and studying.  A number of short stories, plays and novels will be 

read and analyzed during the course.  Creative writing, grammar 

and writing multi paragraph compositions, including, the essay, 

will be practiced and refined.  In addition, there is a definite 

focus on the clear transmission of ideas both in written and oral 

form. 

FRENCH 9                                            Prerequisite: French 8  

French 9 is an academic elective.  The AIM program 

(Accelerative Integrated Method) which employs gestures, and 

literature to actively engage students is used. This course is a 

continuation of French 8 and further develops French language 

vocabulary and structure.  Evaluation focuses on four skill areas: 

reading, writing, speaking and listening.  

REQUIRED COURSES 

STUDENT FEES 

 

 ACTIVITY & CULTURAL FEE: $30.00 collected yearly to cover various student activities and cultural events 

 YEARBOOK FEE:   $45.00 (optional) 

LANGUAGE ELECTIVE 

BEGINNER SPANISH                      No prerequisite required.  
                                   French language exposure is an asset. 
Beginner Spanish is an academic elective.  This course is de-

signed to develop the student's reading, writing, speaking and 

listening skills through purposeful use of the language.  Begin-

ner Spanish covers Spanish 8 and 9 curriculums. 

http://curriculum.gov.bc.ca


ACADEMIES 

HOCKEY SKILLS ACADEMY 9 

Prerequisite:  Two years of previous hockey experience  

This course includes 3 hrs/week of on-ice training with accredited 

instructors.  This course caters to    individual player/skill develop-

ment and offensive creativity.   The outcome is to enhance a hockey 

student’s confidence with individual skills, self-esteem and to link 

athletics and academics while in school.  

A $200.00 deposit is required to secure your spot. Payments will be 

accepted at the school office or on-line by March 8, 2018. Total 

Cost: $600* (Goalies—$300*). 

SOCCER ACADEMY 9                                         Prerequisite: None 

This course includes 3 to 4.5 hrs/week of intense training that will 

focus on individual skill development and also touch on team con-

cepts.  Students will travel to and from the Vantage One indoor 

Soccer Facilities once a week during the pre-spring break period and 

all post-spring break classes will take place at Beasley Fields.   

A $100.00 deposit is required to secure your spot. Payments will be 

accepted at the school office or on-line by March 8, 2018.  Total 

Cost—$350*   

WOOD CRAFT 9                                                 Prerequisite: None 

This course introduces students to the basics in creating unique and 

creative projects using wood, stained glass and other materials.  

Students will learn safe machining practices along with effective and 

decorative wood joining techniques that will give their projects 

strength and beauty. Students will have the opportunity to add their 

own style to each project and build each piece to fit their needs.  

Table and mirror projects will introduce students to basic machining 

techniques and students can incorporate stained glass and 

sandblasting to customize the project.  Wood jewellery, musical 

instruments, custom wooden pens, decorative boxes and student 

interest pieces will also be optional projects. Students will be 

required to pay for materials for projects they opt to do beyond the 

basic course requirements. 

DANCE ACADEMY 9                       

Prerequisite: Two years of previous dance experience or equivalent 

This is a course designed for the committed dancer who is looking to 

improve his/her skills in a more intensive studio environment. Are 

you looking to improve your fitness, flexibility and dance skills in a 

more intensive studio environment?  In this course you will be 

challenged both physically and artistically.  You will split your dance 

classes/work outs between George Elliot and Lake Country School of 

Dance.  You will engage in a number of disciplines, including ballet, 

acro, jazz, contemporary, hip hop and tap and will have the 

opportunity to both dance and create choreography. Students who 

have taken classes outside of school and would like an opportunity 

to learn to choreograph themselves are encouraged to participate. 

Students will be required to perform their own group dances for 

both the community and school. Students will also have access to 

gymnastics coaching in the LCSD gymnastics facility.  Members of this 

class may also be invited to attend extra-curricular work-shops either 

in town or in Vancouver. The fee for this class is $200.00 for the 

semester, to cover guest choreographers and studio/gymnastics space 

rental.  

A $100.00 deposit is required to secure your spot. Payments will be 

accepted at the school office or on-line by March 8, 2018. Total 

Cost:  $225*                             

ART METAL 9                                  Prerequisite: None        

This course is an introduction to using metal in creative ways.  

Students will be taught the basic skills they will need in order to work 

with metal and especially those specific to jewelry making.  The focus 

will be on learning several basic skills, such as, soldering casting, 

cutting, bending, as well as, experimentation with a variety of surface 

techniques.  From there, students will have the opportunity to 

undertake more elaborate ‘Challenge Projects’ and explore the use of 

other methods and materials. 

APPLIED SKILLS ELECTIVES cont... 

DIGITAL DESIGN 9 Prerequisite: None 

This course builds off of what students learned in Digital Design 8. 

Students will dive deeper into the world of production and design 

through a digital medium. By using endlessly powerful programs such 

as Photoshop, Premiere, After Effects, InDesign, Illustrator, Animate, 

3DS Max, Mudbox, and more, students will learn the fundamentals 

of design and composition. This is a foundation course that can be 

taken either for interest in new skills or to prepare for Video 

Production 10-12 or Animation 11/12. While using professional 

equipment (such as cameras and drawing tablets) students will learn 

to manipulate and edit images and film, create special effects, and 

build graphic animation. As design is at its focus, this course acts as a 

springboard into further education and job opportunities in the film, 

animation, graphic design, photography, and web industries. 

Students will develop creative, specialized, and marketable skills and 

have fun in the process. 

TECH ED 9                                                          Prerequisite: None 

This course will build on the maker philosophy explored in Tech 7.  

The Maker classroom uses problem solving and design techniques 

along with different technology based tools and equipment to find 

solutions to product challenges.  Tech Ed 9 will explore the Maker 

philosophy by incorporating new technologies like CNC machining, 

vinyl cutting, 3D printing, heat pressing, basic electronics and 

sandblasting to complete different project challenges. Custom 3D lit 

glass signs, unique T-shirt design and production, water bottle/mug 

design and creation, rocket and 3D printed nose cone design and 

wearable 3D printed Products like necklaces, key chains, bracelets, 

earrings and rings will all be explored. 

METAL 9                    Prerequisite: None 

This course is a great place to learn design and fabrication. A wide 

variety of machines are used, and skills developed, in the fabrication 

of a variety of projects including: a Machinist's hammer, a collapsible 

shovel, the Lake Country chopper, Blacksmithed coat hook, as well 

as a variety of Welding projects. This course provides a solid 

foundation for Metalwork Level 2. Employable Skill Development is 

a major part of this course. 

FASHION & SEWING 9                                       Prerequisite: None                      

This is an introduction to sewing and fashion design. No previous 

sewing experience is needed. The course provides students with the 

opportunity to have fun, think critically, problem solve and be 

creative while learning design elements and construction techniques. 

The emphasis is on sewing by hand and machine sewing while 

creating projects that include: pyjama pants, a tote bag, a dress/top, 

repurposing of clothing items, and a "Student's Choice" final project. 

Other projects may vary each year and will be student driven and 

completed as time permits. 

APPLIED SKILLS ELECTIVES 

GOLF ACADEMY 9                                              Prerequisite: None 

This program combines a learn, practice and play philosophy and 

will be supported by a number of local golf courses and related golf 

organizations.  This program applies to any student, male or female 

in grades 9 through 12, who would like to improve their golf skills or 

get exposure to this great game.  

A $200.00 deposit is required to secure your spot. Payments will be 

accepted at the school office or on-line by March 8, 2018.  

Total Cost—$550*                             

*As per Board Policy 425R: Students will not be excluded from  

any educational program due to financial hardship 



THEATRE PERFORMANCE 9               Prerequisite: None  

Introductory Drama focuses on developing acting skills through 

theatre games, improvisation, and scripted plays.  Students prepare 

much of their own material and are encouraged to perform publicly at 

least once in the course of the school year.  The class undertakes 

several projects, which may include an elementary school play or a 

full-length play for the community.   

RECREATION DANCE 9           Prerequisite: None 

This dance course is designed for beginners to advanced dancers and 

those wishing to improve on their health and dance skills.  We will 

focus on fitness, flexibility, technique and performance.  We will 

investigate contemporary, hip hop, jazz, and ballet dance techniques 

and Zumba to name a few.  Students will also be exposed to different 

cultural dances such as African dance and salsa.  Students will have the 

opportunity to learn to choreograph and perform their own 

dances.  To pass this course, students must be willing to perform in 

front of the community/school.   

APPLIED SKILLS ELECTIVES cont…. 

JAZZ BAND 9            Prerequisite: Enrollment in Concert Band 9 

Jazz Band is a credit course for Grade 9 students offered outside of the 

schedule that places instrumental music students in a “Big Band” 

performing group.  The musical styles of Jazz, R & B, and Funk are 

emphasized.  Preferred instruments are trombones, trumpets, 

saxophones, flutes, guitar, piano, bass and drums.  Because this course 

FINE ARTS 

DRAFTING 9                                              Prerequisite: None     

The first half of this course teaches the basics of 3D Solid Modeling 

using the latest software.  Students then Design, 3D Model, and 3D 

print a cool and complex project. The second half of the course is 

about Architectural Design, where students design, draw, and print, 

blueprints for a house using 2D software, and then build a scale 

model of their house. Students wanting to pursue Architecture or 

Engineering are strongly recommended to take this course. 

Employable Skill Development is a major part of this course. 

BAND  9         Prerequisite:  Band 8 or Instructor’s Permission 

This course is an extension of Band 8 with a further emphasis on 

scale and chord theory.  A wide variety of music will be played and 

listened to.  Attendance at all concerts and festivals is expected.  

There will be a major trip in the Spring. Band students are 

responsible for providing their instrument. 

FOODS 9                                                           Prerequisite: None 

This course covers topics as food preparation skills, the use of 

‘Canada’s Food Guide to Healthy Eating’ to evaluate and plan 

meals and snacks, the preparation of foods from each food group. 

sanitation and food safety, environmental concerns, and consumer 

issues. This is a lab-oriented course and students will be involved in 

cooperative teamwork. This is a great course for someone who 

enjoys cooking and would like to develop his/her cooking skills.   

LEADERSHIP 9                                                   Prerequisite: None 

Leadership is for students who are inspired to make a difference 

in their school and community through  hands on activities, 

training, presentations, event organization, fundraising, and 

service.  This course will include opportunities related to the 

previous Sport and Recreation Management course, the 

Kindness Ambassadors course and Leadership course.  Some 

participation in activities outside of  the regular class time is 

expected. 

DRAWING AND PAINTING 9                               Prerequisite: None 

This course will focus on the elements and principles of design as they 

apply to a variety of drawing and painting mediums and techniques. 

Students will learn about and use a wide variety of drawing and 

painting mediums while striving to create a body of work which is 

reflective of the development of personal imagery and creative and 

critical thinking. Students will also be challenged to communicate and 

incorporate conceptual concepts into their works. There is no fee for 

this course, however students may wish to buy extra paint, substrates 

or drawing supplies. 

CERAMICS AND SCULPTURE 9                             Prerequisite: None 

This is an introductory ceramics  course. Students will learn studio 

safety, tools and their uses, terminology, and all the basic hand 

building methods: coil, pinch and slab work. There will be focus on 

the elements and principles of design, creative and critical thinking, 

and personal imagery as they pertain to both functional and artistic 

applications in ceramics. Students will create both functional and 

artistic pieces. There is no fee for this course, however students may 

wish to buy extra clay or specialty glazes.  

CHOIR 9                                                          Prerequisite:  None 

Choir is an extracurricular performance group. An interest in solo 

and group singing is required as is the availability to record, per-

form locally and participate in a spring tour. Music covered will be 

original, pop, R & B, jazz, acapella, and accompanied pieces. Please 

see Mr. Ryga if you have any questions. This course is outside the 

timetable. 

FINE ARTS 

MUSICAL THEATRE  9            Prerequisite: None 

This is an outside the timetable course that will focus upon developing 

the "triple threat" (acting/singing and dance).  Students will be learning 

skills while working on a musical production to be presented in the 

spring (late April).  Twice weekly classes/rehearsals will take place 

after school.  In early April - during technical and dress rehearsals - 

students will be expected to attend more than two rehearsals per 

week in order to prepare the show for performance.  We will have 

three evening performances in order to showcase all student work.   

YEARBOOK 9  Prerequisite: None 

This course will take place after school hours;          punctuality and 

attendance is a must.  Students must be prepared to work 

independently   outside of that time frame to “cover” school   

functions and to take photos.  The yearbook is a reflection of our 

school and of a year in the lives of more than eight hundred 

students and staff.  You will learn about graphic design elements 

and principles, creative layout design, journalism, and     

photography techniques.  We create our yearbook   digitally online 

using eDesign.  Students will be expected to complete many 

assignments outside of class time on computers on-line.  This course 

is only offered outside the timetable before or after school. 


